
Renie Inow (pronounced Renny) was born in Germany in 1929. Renie lived with 
her father and mother, her sister Margalit and her brother Alfred. She and her family 
were Jews.

In 1939 Renie was ten years old. The Nazi party were the leaders of Germany. 
They thought that German people were better than Jewish people. They called 
Jewish people ‘cockroaches’ and ‘vermin’.

Renie’s parents knew that they were in danger, and tried to leave Germany. 
Margalit was sent away to live in Sweden. Suddenly, Alfred was taken by the Nazis 
and sent to a concentration camp.

There were lots of stories that bad things were happening to Jewish people in 
concentration camps, so the family was very scared for Alfred.

Renie’s parents were desperate to get her out of Germany to a safer place. They 
found out about the Kindertransport. This programme was helping children to 
escape and come and live in Britain, but their parents could not go with them. Renie 
had to leave Germany and travel to England on her own. She was 10 years old.

Key words

Jews: People who follow the religion of Judaism. 

The Nazi party: The group who were in power in Germany from 
1933 – 1945, led by Adolf Hitler.  

Concentration camp: Places where the Nazis kept many 
people as prisoners. They were put there because the Nazis 
did not like them. In the camps people were forced to work as 
slaves or they were killed. There were many camps like this in 
Europe in the 1930s and 1940s.

Vermin: Animals such as rats which are thought of as dirty and 
carrying disease.

Kindertransport: A programme helping Jewish children to escape from the Nazis. It ran 
between November 1938 and September 1939.

The Holocaust: The attempt by the Nazis to kill all the Jews in Europe.
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About 10,000 children from Germany and other countries were sent away from their 
families and came to Great Britain on the Kindertransport.

After Renie left, World War Two started and it was much harder for Jewish people to 
leave Germany. Renie’s parents were stuck there. 

Renie began a new life in England, living with her Aunt Hedwig. She received many 
letters from her parents in Germany, which she still has today. 

The journey for many of the children on the Kindertransport was scary. Renie’s father 
wanted to hear all about it. He said in a letter to her:

‘We are looking forward to reading your report about the journey, how you travelled, 
what you saw, how long you were on the way and where you stayed overnight. And 
what do you think of the sea and the large ships?’

Renie’s brother Alfred, was released from the concentration camp in 1940 and 
managed to leave Germany and join her in England.

Life was hard for Renie’s parents in Germany. However in all their letters they 
wanted to sound positive, so that Renie would not worry about them. 

On Renie’s birthday she received a letter from her parents, including this message 
from her mother:

‘My dear Renie, my very best wishes for your birthday. May you remain lovable and 
happy and a source of joy to everybody. Father and I think of you all the time.’

The Nazis tried to kill all the Jewish people in Europe. This is known as the 
Holocaust. People like Renie and her brother and sister were lucky that they got 
away in time. By the end of the war, the Nazis had killed six million Jews, including 
Renie’s parents.

Renie kept writing letters to her sister and brother. She has lived in Britain ever since. 
She trained as a tailor and dress maker. She has travelled back to her home town in 
Germany to tell school children there her story.

http://hmd.org.uk/holocaust
http://hmd.org.uk/kindertransport
http://hmd.org.uk/educators


Ganwyd Renie Inow (sy’n cael ei ynganu fel Renny) yn yr Almaen ym 1929. Roedd hi’n byw gyda’i 
thad a’i mam, ei chwaer Margalit a’i brawd Alfred. Roedd hi a’i theulu yn Iddewon.

Ym 1939 roedd Renie’n ddeg oed. Y blaid Natsïaidd oedd mewn grym yn yr Almaen. Roedden 
nhw’n credu bod Almaenwyr yn well nag Iddewon. Roedden nhw’n galw Iddewon yn ‘bla’.

Roedd rhieni Renie yn gwybod eu bod nhw mewn perygl ac felly dyma nhw’n ceisio gadael yr 
Almaen. Anfonwyd Margalit i fyw yn Sweden. Yn sydyn, cafodd Alfred ei gymryd gan y Natsïaid a’i 
anfon i wersyll crynhoi.

Roedd llawer o hanesion o bethau drwg yn digwydd i Iddewon mewn gwersylloedd crynhoi, 
felly roedd y teulu’n poeni’n ofnadwy am Alfred.

Roedd rhieni Renie yn daer am iddi adael yr Almaen a mynd i rywle diogel. Fe glywon nhw am y 
Kindertransport. Roedd y rhaglen yn helpu plant i ddianc a dod i fyw ym Mhrydain, ond allai eu 
rhieni ddim dod gyda nhw. Bu’n rhaid i Renie adael yr Almaen a theithio i Loegr ar ei phen ei hun. 
Roedd hi’n 10 oed.

Cafodd tua 10,000 o blant o’r Almaen a gwledydd eraill eu hanfon i ffwrdd oddi wrth eu teuluoedd 
a daethant i Brydain ar y Kindertransporter.

Geiriau allweddol

Iddewon: Pobl sy’n dilyn crefydd Iddewiaeth. 

Y Blaid Natsïaidd: The group who were in power in Germany 
from 1933 – 1945, led by Adolf Hitler.  

Gwersyll crynhoi: Lleoedd lle byddai’r Natsïaid yn cadw llawer o 
bobl yn garcharorion. Roedden nhw yno am nad oedd y Natsïaid 
yn eu hoffi. Yn y gwersylloedd roedd pobl yn cael eu gorfodi 
i weithio fel caethweision neu roedden nhw’n cael eu lladd. 
Roedd llawer o wersylloedd fel hyn yn Ewrop yn y 1930au a 
1940au.

Pla: Anifeiliaid fel llygod mawr sy’n cael eu hystyried yn fudr a’u 
bod yn cario clefydau.

Kindertransport: Rhaglen yn helpu plant Iddewig i ddianc rhag y Natsïaid. Bu’r rhaglen ar waith 
rhwng Tachwedd 1938 a Medi 1939.

Yr Holocost: Ymgais y Natsïaid i ladd pob Iddew yn Ewrop.
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Ar ôl i Renie adael, dechreuodd yr Ail Ryfel Byd ac roedd hi’n llawer anoddach i Iddewon adael yr 
Almaen. Doedd rhieni Renie ddim yn gallu gadael. 

Dechreuodd Renie fywyd newydd yn Lloegr, yn byw gyda’i modryb Hedwig. Derbyniodd lawer o 
lythyrau gan ei rhieni yn yr Almaen ac mae wedi dal gafael arnynt hyd heddiw.  

Roedd y daith yn un llawn ofn i lawer o’r plant ar y Kindertransporter. Roedd tad Renie eisiau 
clywed popeth am y daith. Meddai mewn llythyr ati:

‘‘Rydym ni’n edrych ymlaen at ddarllen hanes y daith, sut gwnest ti deithio, beth welaist ti, am faint 
fuest ti’n teithio a ble arhosaist ti dros nos. A beth wyt ti’n meddwl am y môr a’r llongau mawr?’

Cafodd Alfred, brawd Renie, ei ryddhau o’r gwersyll crynhoi ym 1940 a llwyddodd i adael yr 
Almaen ac ymuno â hi yn Lloegr.

Roedd bywyd yn anodd iawn i rieni Renie yn yr Almaen. Serch hynny, roedden nhw am swnio’n 
bositif yn eu llythyrau i gyd fel na fyddai Renie yn poeni amdanyn nhw. 

Ar ei phen-blwydd cyntaf derbyniodd Renie lythyr gan ei rhieni, yn cynnwys yn neges hon gan ei 
mam:

‘Fy annwyl Renie, dymuniadau gorau ar gyfer dy ben-blwydd. Boed i ti aros yn annwyl ac yn hapus 
a dod â llawenydd i bawb. Mae dy dad a minnau’n meddwl amdanat drwy’r amser.’

Fe geisiodd y Natsïaid ladd pob Iddew yn Ewrop. Yr Holocost yw’r enw ar hyn. Roedd pobl fel 
Renie a’i brawd a’i chwaer yn ffodus iddyn nhw ddianc mewn pryd. Erbyn diwedd y rhyfel, roedd y 
Natsïaid wedi lladd chwe miliwn o Iddewon, yn cynnwys rhieni Renie.

Fe geisiodd y Natsïaid ladd pob Iddew yn Ewrop. Yr Holocost yw’r enw ar hyn. Roedd pobl fel 
Renie a’i brawd a’i chwaer yn ffodus iddyn nhw ddianc mewn pryd. Erbyn diwedd y rhyfel, roedd y 
Natsïaid wedi lladd chwe miliwn o Iddewon, yn cynnwys rhieni Renie.

Daliodd Renie ati i ysgrifennu at ei chwaer a’i brawd. Mae hi wedi byw ym Mhrydain ers hynny. 
Hyfforddwr fel teiliwr a gwniadwraig. Mae hi wedi teithio’n ôl i’w thref enedigol yn yr Almaen i 
adrodd ei hanes wrth blant ysgol yno.
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Yr Holocaust: hmd.org.uk/holocaust
Y Kindertransport: hmd.org.uk/kindertransport
Adnoddau eraill ar gyfer addysgwyr: hmd.org.uk/educators 

Dysgu gwersi o’r gorffennol er mwyn creu dyfodol gwell a mwy Diogel

Am fwy o wybodaeth...
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