
YOUTH

Benefits of the programme to young people

What are the HMDT 
Youth programmes?
A guide for youth group leaders

The HMDT Youth programmes empower young people aged 14-25 to take the lead in marking 
Holocaust Memorial Day in their schools, colleges, universities and youth groups. 

During the programme, they will develop leadership and 
communication skills to work towards a safer, better future by 
ensuring that discrimination, racism and hatred have no place 
in their communities.

Holocaust Memorial Day takes place on 27 January, and 
is the day for everyone to learn about and remember the 
Holocaust, Nazi Persecution and the genocides which followed 
in Cambodia, Rwanda, Bosnia and Darfur. It also gives us the 
opportunity to reflect on our society today, and what we can do 
to have a positive impact. 

By joining the HMDT Youth programmes, young people will:

Each year, they will be invited to attend the HMDT Youth Conference to thank them for 
all of their hard work. They will:

•  Learn more about the Holocaust, Nazi Persecution and subsequent genocides in Cambodia,   
  Rwanda, Bosnia and Darfur 

•  Engage with survivors’ experiences and feel inspired to end hatred and discrimination today  

•  Gain leadership and communications skills to mark Holocaust Memorial Day 

•  Be part of a network of young people all over the UK and make a real difference in their    
  community 

•  Engage with survivors of the Holocaust and subsequent genocides
•  Participate in workshops and talks from interesting speakers  
•  Receive a certificate
•  Meet like-minded young people from all over the UK

Gida receives her certificate 
from Martin Stern MBE, a 
survivor of the Holocaust, at the 
HMDT Youth Conference

Young people pictured with 
Nicola Walker, Samuel Barnett, 
Jim Broadbent and Laura Marks 
OBE, Chair of HMDT

Jessamy and Gemma speak at 
an HMD event organised by 
the South West Multicultural 
Network



You can engage young people with the HMDT Youth programmes at your youth group sessions. 
Get in touch with Jessica at youth@hmd.org.uk for a tailored version of the HMDT Youth 
programmes.

Alternatively, you can encourage them to sign up to the HMDT Youth programmes at 
hmd.org.uk/youth. You can download and print a promotional flyer to hand out at a youth group 
session or pin it up on a noticeboard.
 
Young people may approach you if they need help organising their own activity. You could:

•  Allow them to display a promotional poster or talk to the rest of the group about the   
  programme 
•  Support them to hold regular meetings to plan their HMD activity. They could propose ideas  
  to you and you could help them to identify what they need to do in advance such as book a  
  room or space, print resources or invite speakers

Examples of past HMD activities in youth groups

Brandon Carrside Youth and Community Project had 8 Youth Champions who were in charge of 
organising an HMD activity for the whole community to attend. They provided tasting dishes from 
a variety of cultures who have experienced genocide. They facilitated activities teaching their 
community about the ten stages of genocide and how we must stand up to discrimination today. 
They encouraged everyone to make a pledge and take action as a result of the HMD activity.  

Police Scotland Youth Volunteers made a display in school and in the local leisure centre and 
started conversations with people about the Holocaust. They asked fellow students and members 
of the public to write down their reactions, thoughts and feelings about the Holocaust after they 
had reflected on the displays. These thoughts, feelings and reflections were compiled into a 
Community Poem. 

Resources for educators

Each year, HMDT creates a range of free school materials, including assemblies, lesson plans and 
Tutor Time activities. These materials can also be used in informal settings such as youth groups. 
You can adapt them to meet your groups’ needs.

Young people may like to have a role in leading these with you. They could lead the assembly 
presentation as part of their HMD activity, create something to perform, support other young 
people to take part in the Postcard Project, or lead a section of the Tutor Time activities at the start 
of a youth group session. 

You can find these resources at hmd.org.uk/education. 

How you can support young people to get involved
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Find out more... HMDT Youth programmes: hmd.org.uk/youth
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