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Holocaust Memorial Day (HMD) has 
a profound impact on individuals 
and communities all across the UK. 
7,700 activities took place for HMD 
2017, including national events in 
Scotland and Wales and a regional 
event in Northern Ireland. At all 
these events, people from all walks 
of life have learnt lessons from the 
past to create a safer, better future.  

27 January provides an opportunity 
for everyone to remember the 
millions of people murdered 
during the Holocaust, under Nazi 
Persecution and in subsequent 
genocides in Cambodia, Rwanda, 
Bosnia and Darfur. On Holocaust 
Memorial Day we honour the 
survivors of these atrocities and  
use the lessons of their experience 
to challenge hatred and 
discrimination today.

The theme for Holocaust Memorial 
Day 2017 was How can life go on?

The aftermath of the Holocaust and 
of subsequent genocides continues 
to raise challenging questions 

for individuals, communities and 
nations. The theme for HMD 2017 
asked everyone to think about what 
happens after genocide and of our 
own responsibilities in the wake of 
such a crime.

This year’s theme was broad 
and open ended, with few known 
answers. As people across the 
UK came together to mark HMD 
2017, they explored these issues 
and learnt from the experiences 
of victims, survivors and refugees. 
From prisons to schools, museums 
to workplaces, HMD continued 
to grow this year, with powerful 
messages shared in thousands  
of diverse settings.

The Holocaust Memorial Day Trust 
(HMDT) is the charity established 
by the UK Government to promote 
and support HMD in the UK. 
This year Laura Marks OBE was 
appointed as Chair of the HMDT 
Board of Trustees, succeeding 
Cathy Ashley.
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Anya Bonner 
North East
Public and 
Commercial 
Services Union 

(PCS) invited staff and 
visitors from UNITE and other 
unions to watch films from 
the HMDT website. While 
watching, they shared a buffet 
of traditional Jewish bread, 
Challah, and the Rwandan 
dish Ibirayi n’amashaza. 
These recipes were taken 
from HMDT’s recipe cards 
which include dishes important 
to communities which were 
targeted during genocide.  

hmd across the uk

Our Support Workers played 
a key role in promoting HMD 
across the UK, inspiring activity 
organisers to create even more 
engaging and innovative HMD 
activities. Here are some of 
their HMD 2017 highlights: 

Elizabeth George 
South West
Local secondary school 
pupils joined students 
at the University of 

Exeter for their first HMD Schools 
Conference, organised by Barnabas 
Balint, a university student and 
HMDT Youth Champion. Ernest 
Simon, a Kindertransportee, 
spoke about his experiences and 
academics led seminars. Attendees 
learnt about the ongoing Genocide 
in Darfur through a display of 
drawings by Darfuri refugee 
children. At the end of the day 
attendees read poems and wrote 
pledges on a reflections board. 

Julian Harrison 
East Midlands
Julian gave a 
presentation to more 
than 300 young people 

at Welbeck Defence Sixth Form 
College. Students learnt about the 
legacy of the Holocaust, its impact 
today on Jewish communities, 
and the ongoing fight to combat 
antisemitism. Using relevant  
photos and individual stories, there 
was also a discussion around the 
theme for HMD 2017, How can  
life go on? 
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Nicola Toms 
West Midlands
Warwickshire 
Pride teamed up 
with Coventry 

Pride to hold their first HMD 
event. An evening of talks 
and performances was held 
to remember the victims of 
the Holocaust, with specific 
reference to LGBT+ people 
persecuted by the Nazis. The 
event included a bespoke 
ballet and jazz dance piece 
from street dancer Kian-Taylor 
Jackson, stories and songs 
from Yiddish singer Rachel 
Weston and a moving talk from 
Surat-Shaan Knan, founder of 
Rainbow Jews. 

on the Holocaust. Using the HMD 
2017 online film as a starting point, 
the lead youth worker encouraged 
young people to explore modern 
day issues of human rights today, 
prejudice and discrimination.   

Rosie Crook 
Yorkshire and the 
Humber
At the West 
Yorkshire Police 

Headquarters in Wakefield, an 
event was held for officers and 
was also available over Skype. 
Officers watched HMDT films 
and shared Life Stories of 
survivors who they researched 
personally. After the event, 
the film for HMD 2017 was 
circulated on the staff intranet 
and emailed to members of the 
Force’s Equality Board. 

Susanna Hunter-
Darch 
Greater London
Young people from 
the Amberley Youth 

Project joined the charity Working 
with Men, and gathered to reflect 

hmd across the uk
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Carole Gillespie 
Scotland
Pupils from all over 
Glasgow gathered 
at Glasgow City 

Chambers to listen to the 
experiences of Saskia Tepe, a 
survivor of the Holocaust, and 
Umutesi Stewart, who survived the 
Genocide in Rwanda. Pupils from 
Lochend Community High School 
performed a powerful drama called 
These are my shoes, and musical 
pieces were performed by Glasgow 
Schools Strings Orchestra and 
the Senior Voice Ensemble from 
Smithycroft Secondary.  

Phil Mears 
South East
North West Surrey 
Synagogue held a  
four-day workshop for 

530 students from local schools. 
The workshop sessions featured 
a film, discussions and survivor 
testimony. At the end of the 
programme a memorial candle  
was lit in memory of those who  
had died. Each student lit a candle,  
and then handed a personal 
message card they had written  
to the survivor speaker. 

hmd across the uk

Mandy Penellum  
North West
Thomas Ashton 
School created a 
display with input 

from 395 pupils from special 
schools in Tameside. Each 
pupil was asked to think of a 
dream which would make the 
world a better place, and to 
write it on a scroll. The scrolls 
were then placed into a large 
glass jar sat on a perspex 
cube, upon which the names 
and dreams were also printed. 
The display also featured a 
smaller cube, with images 
focusing on the Holocaust and 
subsequent genocides.
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Shirley Lennon 
Northern Ireland
A week-long series 
of activities in Down 
County Museum 

included Auschwitz survivor Mindu 
Hornick, a first time visitor to 
Northern Ireland, speaking movingly 
to local secondary school pupils 
about her survival. Primary school 
pupils took part in cross-curricular 
workshops focusing on the themes 
of justice, reconciliation and 
rebuilding. A spoken word event 
including a monologue and poetry 
was organised for adult audiences.

Andrew Morris 
East of England
Hertsmere 
Borough Council’s 
commemoration began 

with a candlelight procession by 
council officials and members of 
the public. Selma Mustafic read the 
story of her husband who as a boy 
survived the Srebrenica massacre. 
The Borehamwood Community 
Choir sang two arrangements and a 
number of HMDT films were shown. 
MP for Hertsmere, Oliver Dowden, 
alongside other Hertfordshire 
dignitaries, lit candles – each 
representing one of the genocides 
commemorated on HMD.    

Sally Richards 
Wales
The National 
Assembly for 
Wales Cross- 

Party Group for Gypsies and 
Travellers organised a vigil 
on the steps of the Senedd. 
The Cross-Party Group was 
supported by South East 
Wales Racial Equality Council 
(SEWREC), Bridges, Travelling 
Ahead, Romani Culture and 
Arts Company, Unity Project 
and Gypsy / Travellers from 
across Wales. SEWREC’s 
Gypsy Champion produced a 
book of numbers representing 
the estimated number of 
Gypsy, Roma and Traveller 
victims who were murdered 
under Nazi Persecution.   

hmd across the uk
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HMD Youth Champions

The HMD Youth Champion 
Programme empowers 
young people aged 14-24 to 
teach their peers lessons 
from the past to create a 
safer better future. 

This year, HMDT supported 
120 young people to be the 
driving force behind Holocaust 
Memorial Day. We facilitated:

•	 Five Youth Champion 
workshops in Belfast, Cardiff, 
Edinburgh, London and for 
the first time, HM Young 
Offenders Institution Polmont

•	 Networks for Youth 
Champions to share advice, 
experience and opportunities, 
including the launch of a 
new Instagram as well as 
Facebook groups and the 
Youth Champion e-newsletter

•	 An engaging social media 
campaign raising online 
awareness of HMD, led by 
Youth Champions

Youth Champion challenges

Throughout the year, Youth 
Champions were set four 
challenges:

1
Attend a Youth Champion 
workshop or complete an 
HMDT Interactive online 
workshop

Do a ‘teach us about 
living’ activity2
Join and share the HMD 2017 
Twibbon or send a postcard 
to someone you know asking 
them to mark HMD

3

120 total number of 
youth champions
(Up from 54 in 2016)

Organise an HMD activity4
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“

HMD Youth Champion Board

The Youth Champion Board 
develops and drives the Youth 
Champion programme. Each Youth 
Champion Board member works 
on a specific project which ensures 
that the programme is youth-led. 

Being on the Board 
has boosted my 
confidence, given 
me the opportunity 
to meet new people 
and take part in 
new experiences
Madeleine Wright, Youth 
Champion

Josh Whatsize 
Lead Youth 
Champion

Barnabas Balint 
Arts

Wes Andrews 
Deputy Lead  
Youth Champion

Amelia Ireland 
Workshops

Madeleine 
Wright Content 
and design

Lucas Pringle 
UK Ceremony

Anna Cardy 
Resources

Niamh Hanrahan 
International 
Projects

Hayley Carlyle 
Museums and 
Heritage

HMD Youth Champions
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media

We reached millions of people across the UK 
with online, print, radio and TV features:

260 

broadcast pieces 
featuring HMDT  

(up from 135 in 2016)

2,180 

print and online media 
pieces about HMD  

(up from 1,277 in 2016)

BBC Breakfast

Good Morning Britain

The Huffington Post

The Telegraph The Guardian
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social media

Holocaust Memorial Day 
2017 was marked by tens 
of thousands of people on 
social media. On Facebook 
and Twitter, people reflected 
on the experiences of 
survivors, shared the online 
film for HMD 2017 and posted 
photos of their activities. 

Twitter 
followers,  
up by 39% 
from 2016

12,707

Facebook 
likes, up by 
28% from 2016

13,718



HMD 2017 in review12

On Thursday 26 January 
more than 200 survivors of 
the Holocaust and genocide 
were joined by around 800 
guests, including faith, civic 
and political leaders, at the UK 
Commemorative Ceremony for 
Holocaust Memorial Day 2017  
at the Queen Elizabeth II Centre 
in central London. 

The ceremony featured personal 
testimonies from survivors of 
genocide, poetry, films and 
music. Mishal Husain narrated 
the ceremony with contributors 
including Jim Broadbent, Nina 
Wadia, Nicola Walker, Timothy 
West and Samuel Barnett. Special 
recorded readings featured John 
Simm, Jenny Agutter, Sheila 
Hancock and Nina Sosanya. Music 
was performed by The Clothworkers 
Consort of Leeds, Olivier Nzaramba 
and Steve Wickham and his band. 
The traditional Jewish memorial 
prayer, El Male Rachamim, was 
recited by Rabbi Jeremy Lawrence. 

Throughout the ceremony, powerful 
speeches were given by the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, the Chief 
Rabbi, Ephraim Mirvis and the 
Secretary of State for Communities 
and Local Government, Rt Hon 
Sajid Javid MP. 

UK Commemorative Ceremony

Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby

Hannah Lewis, survivor of the 
Holocaust
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UK Commemorative Ceremony

Jim Broadbent

Singer Olivier Nzaramba, dancer Lydia 
Uwineza and guitarist Andrew Smith Chief Rabbi Ephraim Mirvis

The Clothworkers Consort of Leeds

Mishal Husain
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UK Commemorative Ceremony

Nicola Walker

Amouna Abdelbarl Eisa Adam, Safet Vukalić, Eric Eugene Murangwa, Sophari Ashley,  
Ladislav Balaz and Lily Ebert

Rt Hon Sajid Javid MP, Secretary of State 
for Communities and Local Government
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UK Commemorative Ceremony

“Once again it was a truly 
wonderful experience 
to work with such great 
and inspiring people and 
serve Holocaust and 
other genocide survivors 
and their families.
Volunteer at the UK Commemorative 
Ceremony

Valdemar Kalinin

Survivors and guests attended a reception following the Ceremony

Steve Wickham and his band

The UK Commemorative Ceremony  
was supported by a fantastic team  
of 70 volunteers
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Survivors’ reception

On 9 February His Royal Highness 
The Prince of Wales, Patron of  
the Holocaust Memorial Day  
Trust, hosted a reception at  
St James’s Palace for survivors of 
the Holocaust and the genocides 
that followed in Cambodia,  
Rwanda, Bosnia and Darfur.

More than 120 survivors and 
refugees attended the reception, 
sharing their personal stories and 
experiences of rebuilding their lives 
in the UK with The Prince.

Lily Bruml, suvivor of the Terezin camp 
and His Royal Highness

Henrietta Franks, Jill Pivnic, Judith Kerr OBE, Marie Obuchowski and His Royal Highness

His Royal Highness meets Var Ashe 
Houston, Sokphal Din, Sophari Ashley 
and Jean Baptiste Kayigamba
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Survivors of the Holocaust and subsequent 
genocides have rebuilt their lives following 
great loss and traumatic persecution based on 
their faith or ethnicity. To be welcomed by His 
Royal Highness to St James’s Palace is hugely 
appreciated and demonstrates his own personal 
commitment to those who have suffered during 
the darkest chapters in human history.
Olivia Marks-Woldman, Chief Executive of HMDT

As part of the reception, His Royal 
Highness was also presented with 
the Statue of Remembrance by The 
International Auschwitz Committee 
(IAC), recognising his commitment 
to Holocaust remembrance and his 
support for tolerance today.

“

His Royal Highness with members of the 
IAC and Chair of HMDT Laura Marks OBE

Survivors’ reception

Ivor Perl BEM, survivor of the Holocaust, meeting His Royal Highness
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At the age of eight, Bea Green 
witnessed the aftermath of the 
violent public humiliation of her 
father, carried out on the streets of 
Munich. Bea fled Nazi Germany in 
1939, but this shocking incident left 
a lasting impact. 

The treatment of Bea’s father was 
encouraged by Nazi law – because 
he was Jewish. Such persecution is 
unlawful here in the UK, but people 
still face discrimination because of 

Social courage means 
taking responsibility  
not just for yourself  
in society, but also  
for others. 
Bea Green, Kindertransportee

“

HMD 2017 Film and Microsite

Our film had more than 

535,000
Facebook views 

Our film was shared on 
Facebook more than 

15,000 

times

their faith, sexual orientation, race  
or disability. 

Our film for HMD 2017 challenged us 
all to think about how we can support 
those who face hostility today and 
create a safer society together.   

To raise awareness of HMD 2017 
and this year’s theme How can life 
go on? we encouraged everyone 
to share our film and support those 
who face intolerance in our own 
communities. 
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You can view and share the film and discover  
Bea’s story by visiting: howcanlifegoon.hmd.org.uk 
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“The recipe cards were instrumental  
in our school marking HMD. Our Sixth Formers  
made challah for the younger students. 
Dale Hicks, Teacher at Porth County Community School, Wales

Education and Resources

We developed a wide range of 
resources to help educators 
teach about the Holocaust and 
the genocides that followed and 
to explore the theme How can  
life go on?

In addition to theme specific 
lesson plans, assemblies and life 
stories, this year we produced a 
Rwandan dance tutorial and recipe 
cards from communities targeted 
during genocide. These resources 
encouraged people to learn 
about, and to celebrate, the lives 
and cultures of those who were 
murdered during genocide.  

We were pleased to work with 
Picturehouse Cinemas and more 
than 700 school children and 
members of the public attended  
film screenings and survivor talks.

Genocide in Bosnia

The population of Bosnia and Herzegovina 

consists of Bosniaks (Bosnian Muslims), Bosnian 

Serbs (Orthodox Christians who have close 

cultural ties with neighbouring Serbia), and 

Bosnian Croats (Roman Catholics who have close 

cultural ties with neighbouring Croatia). These 

groups have lived side by side for hundreds of 

years, and have at varying times fought, traded 

and intermarried.
In the turmoil following the disintegration of 

Yugoslavia, Bosnia declared independence in 

1992. This was resisted by the Bosnian Serb 

population who saw their future as part of ‘Greater 

Serbia’. Bosnia became the victim of the Bosnian 

Serbs’ determined wish for political domination 

which it was prepared to achieve by isolating 

ethnic groups and, if necessary, exterminating 

them.
Against the backdrop of the ongoing civil war, 

Bosnian Serb troops and paramilitaries led by 

Ratko Mladić besieged the town of Srebrenica. In 

1995, despite Srebrenica being declared a safe 

zone by the United Nations, Bosnian Serb forces 

entered the town. Women and children were 

forcibly deported on buses while men and boys 

were prevented from leaving.

Over 8,000 Muslim men and boys over 13 years 

old were murdered by the Bosnian Serbs in 

Srebrenica. People were killed in their thousands 

with machine guns and explosives.

Starvation was another method of killing the 

Bosniak population. In the Omarska death camp, 

700 of the 6,000 inmates died of starvation, 

beatings and ill-treatment. In Srebrenica, under 

siege for three years, food was scarce as the 

Bosnian Serb Army refused to allow food to 

reach the brutalised civilians trapped inside. One 

Bosnian Serb soldier said:

‘We needed them to surrender, but how do you 

get someone to surrender in a war like this? You 

starve them to death. So very quickly we realized 

that it wasn’t really weapons being smuggled into 

Srebrenica that we should worry about, but food.’

Srebrenica and the other atrocities committed 

during the Bosnian War continue to divide Bosnia 

today, but there have been calls to move on from 

the genocide and to work to build a better country. 

The theme for HMD 2017 is How can life go on? 

We invite you to cook and share this recipe as 

part of your HMD activity, and to 

celebrate the rich culture and cuisine 

of Bosnia. 

Recipe from Bosnia

The theme for Holocaust Memorial Day 2017 is How can life go on? 

In a set of six recipe cards, we share dishes that are important to 

communities targeted during genocide, encouraging everyone to learn 

about and celebrate the lives and cultures of those who were murdered. 

Find out more... Genocide in Bosnia: hmd.org.uk/bosnia

Holocaust Memorial Day Trust: hmd.org.uk

Bosanski Lonac (Bosnian Pot)

Recipe from Cambodia

The theme for Holocaust Memorial Day 2017 is How can life go on? 

In a set of six recipe cards, we share dishes that are important to 

communities targeted during genocide, encouraging everyone to learn 

about and celebrate the lives and cultures of those who were murdered. 

Find out more... Genocide in Cambodia: hmd.org.uk/cambodia

Holocaust Memorial Day Trust: hmd.org.uk

Genocide in Cambodia

The fate of Cambodia shocked the world when 

the radical communist Khmer Rouge, under their 

leader Pol Pot, seized power in April 1975 after 

years of civil war. The Khmer Rouge ruthlessly 

imposed an extremist programme to transform 

Cambodia into a communist paradise. The Khmer 

Rouge planned to grow more rice than Cambodia 

needed and sell the extra food on the international 

market. The population was made to work as 

labourers in one huge organisation of collective 

farms and inhabitants of towns and cities were 

forced to leave. Anyone who was unwilling or 

unable to work was murdered. The secretive 

Khmer Rouge referred to themselves as the 

Angkar – The Organisation.

All political and civil rights were abolished and 

the Khmer Rouge targeted ethnic minority groups 

including ethnic Chinese, Vietnamese and Thai 

people. Religion was outlawed and Cham Muslim, 

Christian and Buddhist communities targeted. 

Children were taken from their parents and placed 

in separate forced labour camps. Factories, 

schools, universities and hospitals were shut 

down. Lawyers, doctors, teachers, engineers, 

scientists and professional people in any field 

were murdered, together with their extended 

families. It was possible for people to be shot 

simply for knowing a foreign language, wearing 

glasses, laughing or crying. 

Murder by starvation was deliberate state policy 

under the Khmer Rouge, as rice was taken from 

hungry people to meet export quotas. The Khmer 

Rouge also punished dissenters by withholding 

food. 
One Khmer Rouge slogan declared that ‘Hunger 

is the most effective disease.’ Another was more 

subtle: ‘If someone is very hungry, the Angkar 

will take him where he will be stuffed with food’ 

- a reference to the policy of murdering starving 

people and using their bodies to fertilise crops. 

Over two million people died during the Genocide 

in Cambodia, with many people victims of 

starvation.The effects of the genocide are still felt in 

Cambodia today and defendants are still being 

tried for their crimes. Cambodia is slowly 

recovering from the genocide and people have 

rediscovered the culture that the Khmer Rouge 

tried to eradicate. 
The theme for HMD 2017 is How can life go on? 

We invite you to cook and share this recipe as 

part of your HMD activity and to 

celebrate the rich culture and cuisine 

of Cambodia. 

Cambodian beef loc lac

Genocide in DarfurDarfur is a region in the west of Sudan. Before 

the current conflict Darfur was home to a 

population of around six million people, from 

nearly 100 different tribes. Some tribes are 

nomadic or semi-nomadic, meaning they move 

around the land with their livestock. Others are 

farmers who remain settled on their own land. 

Most nomadic or semi-nomadic tribes consider 

themselves to be of Arab descent whereas most 

farming tribes consider themselves to be of black 

African descent. Nearly all are Muslims. Conflicts 

between the nomadic Arab herders and non-

Arab farmers have often occurred as a result of 

competition for natural resources, grazing rights 

and disputes over land ownership. In recent years 

government policies have marginalised the non-

Arab population of Darfur and have increased 

ethnic tensions. In 2003 rebel groups attacked the Sudanese 

military in response to the government’s policies. 

The Sudanese Government has responded with 

a brutal campaign of destruction directed at the 

villages of the ethnic groups that make up the 

rebel forces.
The civil war in Darfur has led to the deaths of 

between 200,000 and 400,000 civilians, and the

United Nations estimates that 2.7 million people 

are displaced in Darfur. These atrocities have 

been condemned as genocide by the International 

Criminal Court and governments around the 

world.
The ongoing genocide has had a devastating 

effect on agriculture and food in Darfur. The 

Sudanese Government has pursued a deliberate 

policy of agricultural destruction, leading to 

burned crops, destroyed irrigation systems and 

stolen livestock. Millions of people face hunger 

and starvation in Darfur. Despite this, some 

communities have refused food aid, as they fear 

receiving help will make them targets of further 

violence. 
The genocide in Darfur continues today, and 

Sudanese President Omar al-Bashir is indicted on 

charges of genocide at the International Criminal 

Court. The ongoing genocide is often the main 

focus of any discussion around Darfur, but the 

region has a rich culture and history that must be 

preserved. 
The theme for HMD 2017 is How can life go on? 

We invite you to cook and share this recipe as 

part of your HMD activity, and to 

celebrate the rich culture and cuisine 

of Darfur. 

Recipe from Darfur
The theme for Holocaust Memorial Day 2017 is How can life go on? 

In a set of six recipe cards, we share dishes that are important to 

communities targeted during genocide, encouraging everyone to learn 

about and celebrate the lives and cultures of those who were murdered. 

Find out more... Genocide in Darfur: hmd.org.uk/darfur

Holocaust Memorial Day Trust: hmd.org.uk

Aseeda

Recipe from RwandaThe theme for Holocaust Memorial Day 2017 is How can life go on? 

In a set of six recipe cards, we share dishes that are important to 

communities targeted during genocide, encouraging everyone to learn 

about and celebrate the lives and cultures of those who were murdered. 

Find out more... Genocide in Rwanda: hmd.org.uk/rwanda

Holocaust Memorial Day Trust: hmd.org.uk

Genocide in RwandaOver 100 days in 1994 over 800,000 Tutsis and 

moderate Hutus were murdered in the Genocide 

in Rwanda. The genocide took place following 

decades of increasing tension between the Hutu 

majority and the Tutsi minority. The Tutsis faced 

increasing marginalisation and persecution 

following the election of the first Hutu government 

in 1961.
On 6 April 1994 the plane carrying the Rwandan 

Hutu President was shot down. Extremist Hutu 

leaders accused Tutsis of killing him and Hutu 

civilians were ordered by state radio, newspapers 

and word of mouth to wipe out the Tutsis as their 

duty. 

Despite its colossal scale, the Genocide in 

Rwanda was carried out almost entirely by hand 

and victims were murdered through the use of 

machetes and clubs. Many of the perpetrators 

were members of the Interahamwe, civilian death 

squads trained for genocide and supported by the 

Rwandan government. Politicians, civil servants, 

intellectuals and professional soldiers incited 

the killers to violence and were often involved 

themselves. Local officials assisted in rounding up 

victims and making suitable places available for 

slaughter.

Frequently the killers were people their victims 

knew - neighbours, workmates, former friends, 

sometimes even relatives through marriage.

The genocide had a devastating impact on the 

food supply of Rwanda, with farmers either 

fleeing their land or leaving their crops untended 

to participate in the violence. As food became 

scarce, people were forced to eat their livestock, 

further worsening the situation. In the chaos of the genocide, perpetrators 

ensured that farmland was neglected, burned, 

polluted and deliberately poisoned, severely 

damaging productivity. Food supplies were 

disrupted by the genocide and people were not 

able to search for food without the risk of being 

killed. In some cases weaker members of society 

such as children and the elderly starved to death 

whilst in hiding and limited emergency food 

rations in refugee centres meant many people 

suffered from malnutrition.The theme for HMD 2017 is How can life go on? 

We invite you to cook and share this recipe as 

part of your HMD activity, and to 

celebrate the rich culture and cuisine 

of Rwanda. 

Ibirayi n’amashaza

Nazi Persecution
The Nazi Party ruled Germany from 1933 to 1945 
and persecuted an enormous range of peoples 
whom they believed threatened their ideal of a 
‘pure Aryan race’ of Germans. Nazi theories on 
race decided that ‘Aryan’ people were superior 
to all others and this was the justification for their 
hatred of Jews, Roma and Sinti people, and black 
people who lived in Germany. Slavic people were 
categorised as Untermenschen – inferior people 
living in areas needed for German living space in 
Eastern Europe. 

The Nazis used eugenics (the aim of ‘improving’ 
the genetic composition of the population) 
to justify persecution of disabled people and 
gay people. The Nazis also targeted political 
opponents – communists, trade unionists and 
social democrats – and people whose religious 
beliefs conflicted with Nazi ideology, such as 
Jehovah’s Witnesses.

Millions of lives were destroyed or changed 
beyond recognition because of Nazi Persecution. 
Many groups targeted by the Nazis did not receive 
acknowledgment of their suffering until years after 
1945.

Europe’s Roma and Sinti people were targeted 
by the Nazis for total destruction. At least 200,000 
Roma and Sinti were murdered or died as a result 
of starvation or disease in concentration camps 
and many more were imprisoned, used as forced 
labour or subjected to forced sterilisation and 
medical experimentation. 

Today, Roma and Sinti people still face huge 
levels of persecution and as such are often 
marginalised by society. This is reflected today 
as Roma cuisine, despite containing a rich and 
delicious repertoire of dishes, is not well-known 
and there are few Roma restaurants. The theme for HMD 2017 is How can life go on? 

We invite you to cook and share this recipe as 
part of your HMD activity, to celebrate the rich 
culture and cuisine of Roma and Sinti people.

Recipe from the Roma communityThe theme for Holocaust Memorial Day 2017 is How can life go on? 

In a set of six recipe cards, we share dishes that are important to 

communities targeted during genocide, encouraging everyone to learn 

about and celebrate the lives and cultures of those who were murdered. 

Find out more... Nazi Persecution: hmd.org.uk/nazipersecution
Holocaust Memorial Day Trust: hmd.org.uk

Bacon and onion pudding

The Holocaust
Between 1941 and 1945 the Nazi German government attempted to destroy the Jewish population of Europe. From the time they assumed power in 1933, the Nazis used propaganda, persecution and laws to deny human and civil rights to Jews. They used centuries of antisemitism as their foundation. By the end of the Holocaust, six million Jewish men, women and children had perished in ghettos, mass-shootings and in concentration camps and extermination camps. 

The Nazis restricted food available in camps and ghettos and as a result hundreds of thousands of Jews starved to death during the Holocaust. This was part of the deliberate policy decision to exterminate people through work. 

Even when faced with the ever-present threat of death by hunger, many Jews succeeded in retaining their faith and culture. Starving prisoners at the Płaszów concentration camp were so determined to fulfil the religious requirements for the Passover festival that they saved their already limited food rations.

This resource was created to remind us that while genocide and persecution are important parts of Jewish history, there is much more to Jewish culture. 

The theme for HMD 2017 is How can life go on? We invite you to cook and share this recipe as part of your HMD activity, and to celebrate and reflect on Jewish life and culture today.

Challah

Challah is a braided Jewish bread eaten on Shabbat (the Jewish Sabbath), special occasions and festivals. 

At Shabbat meals Jews make a blessing over two loaves of bread. This commemorates the manna that fell from heaven to feed the Israelites during their wandering in the desert. A double portion of manna fell before Shabbat, ensuring that the Israelites would not need to gather manna on the day of rest. 

Recipe from the jewish community
The theme for Holocaust Memorial Day 2017 is How can life go on? In a set of six recipe cards, we share dishes that are important to communities targeted during genocide, encouraging everyone to learn about and celebrate the lives and cultures of those who were murdered. 

Find out more... The Holocaust: hmd.org.uk/holocaust
Holocaust Memorial Day Trust: hmd.org.uk

Challah - braided bread

We distributed

185,000
About HMD Booklets 

(up from 100,000 in 2016)
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Education and resources

HMDT facilitates the Collaborative Group, bringing together 
organisations working in the sector, and benefits from two advisory 
groups: the Experts Reference Group and the Legacy Group, 
made up of survivors of the Holocaust. 

This year we launched HMDT 
Interactive – an online, interactive 
resource to support educators 
in teaching about the Holocaust 
and the genocides that followed 
through lessons, survivor testimony, 
animated videos and activities.

We partnered with Waging 
Peace to create educational 
resources featuring drawings 
by Darfuri children who had 
witnessed the genocide and 
were displaced to camps, 
encouraging students to 
examine the difficulties facing 
a refugee from Darfur and 
identify our responsibility  
in helping life go on after  
a genocide.

“The impact on the prisoners 
has been far reaching and 
it has enabled people to 
connect with each other. 
Nina Jeffries, Art Tutor at HMP Exeter



HMD 2017 in review22

Reflections on loss and living is a nation-wide project  
building on the theme for HMD 2017: How can life go on? 
This project explores living with absence and the roots of  

life through artistic responses sent in by the public.

Wall of Life

Artwork was submitted 
in response to ‘Birdsong’, 
a poem written by Gillian 

Clarke, the former 
National Poet for Wales.
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You can view the wall 
of life online by visiting: 

howcanlifegoon.hmd.org.uk 

Reflections on loss and living is a nation-wide project  
building on the theme for HMD 2017: How can life go on? 
This project explores living with absence and the roots of  

life through artistic responses sent in by the public.

Wall of Life
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Holocaust Memorial Day Trust 
commissioned 12 groups from 
around the UK to create a permanent 
artwork in their local community that 
commemorates Holocaust Memorial 
Day. The artworks created explore  
the themes of absence, and the  
roots needed for life to regrow after  
a genocide. 

9

12
3

1

7

8

4

5

1011

New Visuality  
Yorkshire & The 
Humber
Flowers echoing the 
star of David created 
using a 3D printer.  

St Nicholas Catholic  
High School  
North West
Signposts featuring 
motifs of absence, 
roots and rebirth sit in a 
rosemary and lavender 
herb garden.

1

2

Reflections on loss and living

6

2
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Sawston Village College
East of England
Wall sculpture made from 
galvanised steel featuring a 
bird emerging and taking flight.

4

BloomIn Art
North East
Exploring stories of 
displacement and refugees 
using creative writing, fused 
glass and wet and needle 
felting. 

3

6

5

London Schools Group
Greater London
A collaborative artwork 
featuring a variety of mixed 
media including collage and 
photography. 

Jaio Lihi
South West
A 3D relief sculptural plaque 
created out of stoneware clay 
with a carved design.

Reflections on loss and living
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Firrhill High 
School
Scotland
Memorial collages 
and lanterns 
celebrating the lives 
of the victims of the 
Holocaust and their 
families.

8

9

7

Reflections on loss and living

Works 4 Me
West Midlands
An arts trail of small ceramic 
pieces hanging in trees, 
leading to a bigger ceramic 
installation.

Repton School
East Midlands
Part of a collaborative 
sculpture featuring figures 
working together towards  
a compassionate future.
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HMP Grendon Therapeutic 
Community 
South East
A mural of a tree and its roots 
to represent genocide and 
regrowth after genocide.

10
12

11

Merthyr Tydfil Public 
Libraries  
Wales
A garden of reflection and 
community space with raised 
centrepieces.

HMP Magilligan 
Northern Ireland
Cut-outs of family and friends, 
and newly planted silver birch 
trees.

Front cover: Our cover is made up of images submitted to HMDT’s Wall of Life, which was part of the 
HMD 2017 arts programme Reflections on loss and living. Photos, drawings and other art forms submitted 
by members of the public reflected on the themes of absence and the roots of life. Thanks to all those 
who have taken part including those featured on the front cover: Hannah Carter, Ailise Taylor, Caroline 
Streatfield Chalk, Sgoil Lionacleit, Logan Forsythe and Solihull School.  
Back cover: Top - Junior Ministers Megan Fearon and Alastair Ross with survivor of the Holocaust Mindu 
Hornick at the commemoration in Northern Ireland. Middle - Eva Clarke, survivor of the Holocaust, spoke 
at the Wales National Service of Commemoration. Bottom - Saskia Tepe, whose mother survived the 
Holocaust, at the National Holocaust Memorial Day commemorative event in Scotland. 

Reflections on loss and living
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Holocaust Memorial Day Trust 
is the charity, established by the 
UK Government, that promotes 
and supports Holocaust 
Memorial Day.

We encourage, inspire and 
support individuals and 
organisations across the UK 
to play their part in learning 
lessons from the past to create 
a safer, better future.
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