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27 January provides an opportunity for

everyone to learn lessons from the

Holocaust, Nazi Persecution and

subsequent genocides in Cambodia,

Rwanda, Bosnia and Darfur and apply

them in the present day to create a

safer, better future.  Holocaust Memorial

Day (HMD) is marked by thousands of

people around the UK, who come

together in schools, workplaces and

public spaces.  

From candle lightings to civic gatherings,

inter-faith services to dramatic

performances HMD activities involve all

members of the community.  Through

online engagement, thousands more

help to make sure that Holocaust

Memorial Day and its important

messages reach our collective

consciousness.  Each activity, big or

small, public or private, online or in-

person plays a vital role in the UK

marking HMD. 

The Holocaust Memorial Day Trust

(HMDT) promotes and supports HMD.

We encourage participation in HMD by

providing free resources, advice and

support, running free workshops across

the UK and producing the annual theme

for HMD.  We also organise the annual

UK commemorative event for HMD.

Holocaust Memorial Day has a tangible

impact on individuals and communities

who organise or attend commemorative

activities.  Each year we identify a theme

to inspire new and creative responses 

to HMD.   

For HMD 2013, Communities

Together: Build a Bridge, we asked

people to remember and honour those

communities which were destroyed in

the Holocaust, under Nazi Persecution

and in subsequent genocides.  In the

past, groups turned their backs on

former neighbours, colleagues and even

friends who faced persecution for being

different.  This year, communities came

together to reflect on the appalling costs

of such divisions.  By celebrating

difference and ensuring respect for all,

people around the UK built bridges to a

safer, better future.

This booklet contains just a snapshot of

the many ways people engage with the

message of HMD and of its continued

growth in the UK.  It also introduces our

2014 theme, Journeys. 

‘I think ‘what’s the point of

talking?’  The things are still

carrying on, the atrocities.  But

seeing all these people here, I will

have to change my mind and think

there is some hope.  I feel touched

that there is a special day to mark

the Holocaust.’  

Ivor Perl, Holocaust survivor, inspired

by the attendance at the Redbridge

Service for HMD 2012

© HMDT 

Students in Kirklees build

bridges at a HMD 2013

activity in Dewsbury Town

Hall.  Kirklees Council invited

visitors to ‘travel’ from Hungary

to Albania and back to

Kirklees, challenged them to

learn about building bridges

between communities, and

remembered the events of

the Holocaust. 

Ivor Perl at our 2012 Parliamentary

Reception  © HMDT 
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The Impact of HMD

Shaftesbury High School
student overcame fears 

Our Lead Youth Champion
Josh Whatsize is passionate
to share the message of HMD

Josh Whatsize's play The Führer will now

speak - play based on survivor testimony

‘After visiting Auschwitz in 2010 (with

Holocaust Educational Trust’s

Lessons from Auschwitz Project) I

wanted to help others understand the

importance of learning about the

Holocaust.  I became Youth

Champion to share the message of

HMD with other young people and

wrote and produced a play which is to

tour locally and feature in Scotland’s

National HMD 2013 activities.  I am so

inspired by young people’s reactions

to stories of the Holocaust.’  

Joshua Whatsize, Our Lead Youth

Champion  

‘After seeing Holocaust survivor Freda

Wineman speak at the 2012 UK

Event, one of my special needs

students who had previously been

nervous of speaking in public was

inspired to share a poem at our

school’s HMD Event.  Since that time,

his self-esteem has grown markedly

and he recognises the substantial

impact of taking part.' 

Jess Hamilton, Citizenship

Coordinator at Shaftesbury High

School

Freda Wineman speaks to

school students at the HMD

2012 UK Event

2012 film inspired Court
Moor students to do more
for HMD 2013

Our Regional, Youth and
music & voice Workshops
reached hundreds of people
in the lead up to HMD 2013
and the message will
cascade to thousands more

‘Despite being a non-musical teacher

from a Glasgow Secure Unit, I felt so

welcomed!  I am inspired to ensure

that our young people will participate

musically on HMD.’ 

 Gabrielle Bricknell, Health and

Wellbeing Teacher, Glasgow.  

After watching the 2012 film and

making the pledge, staff and students

at Court Moor School in Hampshire,

channelled their new-found passion to

create a display showing what the

2012 theme meant to them.

Participants decided to hold a public

event for the school community for

HMD 2013. 

Display on what the HMD 2012

theme Speak Up, Speak Out

meant to them

The ACM Gospel choir sing our specially

commissioned song on HMD 2013

© HMDT© Court Moor School© HMDT © Joshua Bosley



The Impact of HMD

Derby City Council will
mark HMD for 13th
consecutive year 

Hartlepool College 
students ensured their HMD
commemoration had a tangible
impact beyond the day

‘As part of the HMD 2012 event, we

collected used eye glasses from

community members.  In partnership

with Specsavers these were donated

to Vision Aid Overseas to help those

in the third world with sight problems.’ 

Brian Barnes, RESPECT TEAM,

Hartlepool College of Further

Education

‘2013 will be the thirteenth year that

Derby City Council will commemorate

HMD.  Since inception, I have seen a

tangible impact on cultural

understanding in the community, and

increased awareness of the issues

amongst our young people.’

Collette Flood, Derby City Corporate

Manager. 

Exeter Prison became a
safer institution 

Sussex Police implement
programme of speakers
after HMD 2012.

‘Rwandan genocide eye-witness Alex

Ntung spoke movingly to Sussex

Police staff for HMD 2012.  Following

this, staff were inspired to implement

a programme of speakers to ensure

that the message of HMD is continued

throughout the year.’ 

Shannon Marchesani, Diversity Team,

Sussex Police

‘Hate-related incidents have

decreased from approximately 140

annually pre-HMD to only 16 so far

this year, since I first commemorated

HMD with my prisoners as part of a

programme of equalities work.’ 

Prison Equalities worker, HMP Exeter,

October 2012.

Holocaust survivor, Bernard Grunberg at

the Derby City Council HMD 2009 event

Glasses collected from community

members in Hartlepool, HMD 2012

© Derby City Council © Hartlepool College of Further Education

Students from West Park school in

Derby in a play to mark HMD 2009

15-year old Danniel Bennett, delivered a reading

of his Gypsy Snow poem at the Holocaust

Memorial Day 2013 event in Broxtowe

© Derby City Council © Broxtowe Borough Council



Aberdeen, Alrewas, Antrim, Bangor,
Belfast, Bloomsbury, Birmingham,
Bradford, Brighton, Bristol, Cambridge,
Camden, Cardiff, Carlisle, Carrickfergus,
Catford, Chesterfield, Chorley, Croydon,
Cwmbran, Derby, Derry, Dorchester,
Dundee, Edinburgh, Finchley, Glasgow,
Hackney, Hartlepool, Hounslow,
Lancaster, Leeds, Leicester, Liverpool,
Manchester, Neath, Newcastle Upon Tyne,
Northampton, Peterborough, Plymouth,
Pontypool, Poole, Portsmouth, Reading,
Ripon, Salford, Sheffield, Shoreditch,
Southampton, Stoke-on-Trent, Stornoway,
Sunderland, Swansea, Telford, Tower
Hamlets, Wallsend, York

Remembrance candles
© Salford City Council© London Borough of Hackney 

Holocaust Memorial Day in 2013
Our Regional Champions introduce some of
this year’s activities

‘The play The Good and the

True toured to five different

locations in the UK, including

a theatre and prison in

Leeds.  As the play explores

issues of stereotyping, hatred

and discrimination there is

potential for significant

positive impact in the prison.’    

Yorkshire & Humber
‘In Bridgend school children created poetry with

a local poet, a youth choir sung, diverse

community members did readings, and the local

youth theatre and the Mayor also made

contributions.  There was also a strong visual

metaphor of bridges featured, embracing this

year’s theme.’

Wales

‘Taunton’s civic event is organised in a
partnership between six different organisations.
This alone really embodies the spirit of this year’s
theme.  Key components were songs by
Somerset County Council Choir, the giving of the
Anne Frank Award and involvement of diverse
communities in the area.’ 

South West

‘Glasgow City Council

Education Services in

conjunction with the Glasgow

Film Theatre hosted a public

screening of Hotel Rwanda.

This was followed with a Q &

A with Rwandan genocide

survivor and forgiveness

campaigner Jean Paul

Samputu.’ 

Scotland

‘Salford City Council involved libraries,

schools, and community organisations in their

HMD 2013 commemoration.  This included a

formal ceremony featuring a Holocaust

survivor speaker and performances by the

BBC Philharmonic.’

North West

Alison Logan,

Champion for

Scotland

Lesley Blower,

Champion for

Wales 

Sharon Artley,

Champion for

Yorkshire and

the Humber

Colette Bennett,

Champion for

South West

Mandy

Penellum,

Champion for

North West 

Phoenix Training Choir, HMD 2013 © Key stage arts 



Online Bridges
Built –

2,758

The online film
for HMD 2013
viewed by over

85,000
people

Local HMD
Activities –
over 

2,000

Visitors to

hmd.org.uk
increased to

314,443
(2012 – 2013)

Media Coverage –

100s
of articles,
appearances on

Sky news, BBC
news, ITV news 
Features in the Mail
and Telegraph
magazines

2,352
followers 
on twitter

5,251
likes on
facebook

Key findings from our
2013 external evaluation

80% of a representative
sample of UK adults
have heard of HMD – 

up 2% on last year

20% know HMD well – 

up 3% on last year

53% of those holding

HMD activities had 100
or more attendees

19% of those holding
HMD activities had over
500 attendees



‘Holocaust Memorial Day
is an opportunity to build
bridges between
communities – to unite,
to remember, reflect and
to learn.  Building
bridges, finding common
ground and embracing
differences must be the
answer.’ 

Kitty Hart-Moxon, Holocaust survivor,

speaking at the UK Commemorative

Event for HMD 2013.

The experience of those affected by the

Holocaust, Nazi Persecution and

subsequent genocides that took place in

Cambodia, Rwanda, Bosnia and Darfur

are characterised by forced journeys.

Many of these journeys ended in death:

persecutors forcibly moved huge

numbers of people - in trains, cattle

trucks and on death marches, from

homes in villages and towns and across

countries.  In many of these cases, the

journeys themselves became part of the

process of genocide. Some journeys

ended in survival; when those

persecuted made journeys to escape,

some in disguise, some into hiding.

There are journeys too, made after

liberation: to life in new countries, or

returning home to the places where

neighbours may have contributed to the

oppression, or turned a blind eye.

On HMD 2014 we can remember those

who undertook journeys of terror and

those of hope, and we can learn about

the journeys that brought survivors to

the UK where they rebuilt their lives and

where they share their stories today.

Looking Forward - HMD 2014 Journeys 

A performer from Tatcho Drom Quintet

at the 2013 Holocaust Memorial Day

UK Commemoration Event

Survivor in our I Will

art exhibtion 

Students at JFS

A lady lights a candle at an

event HMD 2013, Liverpool City

Council © Liverpool City Council  

© HMDT 



‘I resolved that I would do my utmost to help to create greater

harmony, mutual respect and understanding amongst people. It

is a resolution from which I have never wavered.’

Ben Helfgott MBE, survivor of the Holocaust and HMDT Honorary President

HMD 2005 hmdt established

Survivors, Liberation and Rebuilding Lives

‘This life is about what we can do... whether we’re doing

something for our community or something bigger.  We make

the world the way it is.’ 

Kemal Pervanic, survivor of the Bosnian War

HMD 2006 266 activities

One person Can Make a Difference 

‘You can only be safe in a society that practices tolerance,

cherishes harmony and can celebrate difference.’ 

Rabbi Hugo Gryn, survivor of the Holocaust

HMD 2007 466 activities

The Dignity of Difference

‘There is a new generation coming now and I hope there will be

forgiveness among them.  If we can teach them, there is hope.

Our hope for a better future has to be with those being 

born today.’  

Beata Uwazaninka survivor of the Rwandan Genocide

HMD 2008 530 activities

Imagine, Remember, Reflect 

‘Auschwitz was really a factory for killing, and human beings

were used as fuel.  I survived and promised myself, I will tell

the world what happened.’ 

Lilly Ebert, survivor of the Holocaust

HMD 2009 445 activities

Stand Up to Hatred 

‘It’s hard to tell the story because it brings back the feeling

of helplessness... people need to know in order to avoid

genocide happening again.’ 

Var Hong Houston , survivor of the Genocide in Cambodia

HMD 2010 758 activities

The Legacy of Hope 

‘I had to react ... And to do so, I had to bear witness, tell

everything, demand restitution for my past, a past I shared

with so many others, with people who had been buried and

forgotten in Europe’s darkest hours.  I had to bear witness in

order to protect the future, bear witness in order to

overcome the amnesia of my contemporaries.’ 

Pierre Seel, Gay survivor of Nazi Persecution

HMD 2011 1,276 activities

Untold Stories 

‘It’s not easy but I try to use my voice to speak out against

hatred’ 

Sabina Miller, survivor of the Holocaust

HMD 2012 1,443 activities

speak up, speak out

‘What can one person do? You make friends, of course, and

do what you can.’ 

Daoud Hari, interpreter and Darfuri refugee

HMD 2013 2,006 activities

Communities Together: Build a Bridge 
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