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HMD08 Book Group Activities For Primary Students  (NC KS2, 

Scottish Guidelines English Language level B) 
 

‘The Colour of Home’ by Mary Hoffman and Karin Littlewood 

ISBN 0 7112 1991 5 
Published by Frances Lincoln Children’s Books 

 
The story 

 
Hassan joins a new school. He is very sad and does not say very 

much. He paints a picture of his pet cat and his old house. Slowly, 
through the picture, his teacher and classmates begin to understand 

his story and why he must try to build a new life a long way from 
home. 

 
Some things to think about with primary students. 

 

1. What was the main difference between Hassan’s old school 
and his new one? 

2. How did the children try to help Hassan at playtime?  What 
can we do to make a new boy or girl feel welcome at our 

school? 
3. Why was Hassan tired at lunch time and why didn’t he eat 

anything? 
4. How did Miss Kelly let Hassan know what she wanted him to 

do? 
5. What was in Hassan’s picture?  

6. How did Hassan know that Miss Kelly understood his picture?  
What do you think made Miss Kelly feel sad? 

7. Most children took their pictures home but Hassan left his 
behind.  Do you think his painting was still wet or did Hassan 

have another reason for leaving his work in school? 

8. How did Fela help Hassan?  How did Fela help Miss Kelly? 
9. Hassan told Miss Kelly what happened when the soldiers came 

and why he cried.  Even when he escaped from the soldiers 
some things still made him sad.  Think about some of these.  

What did Hassan have to leave behind in Somalia?  What did 
he miss the most? 
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10. How do we know that Hassan is feeling a little bit better by 

the end of the story?  What people, mentioned in the story, 
will be able to help Hassan feel comfortable in his new home 

and school? 
11.  What do you think they should do next? 

12.  If Hassan came to our school who could help him? 

 

 

 


